That's hot! | Kitchen makeovers

Island

R/

Designing the perfect
destination spot for
cooking and hanging out

By Mikalee Byerman

omeowners undertaking

remodels have caught raging
cases of island fever, as the space at the
center of a kitchen is becoming a must-
have mainstay. Think about it: Perhaps
no other component of a kitchen can
so effectively define cooking and living
spaces, provide a casual place for wine-
sipping or coffee-gulping and make
food prep a snap. But there are tips and
tricks to enhance your island style.

Forms that function
Define your goal. Are you looking for

enhanced storage? A stylish space for
entertaining? An informal breakfast
bar? A place to rinse and chop veggies?
Before you decide on your specific
island style, give some thought to how
the space will be used. This will dictate
design.

Take a seat

Islands create the perfect space for
casual dining, chit-chatting while
entertaining or for the kids to tackle
homework. Consider styles of seating as
you contemplate your island approach.

Barstools, plush chairs, benches and
statement seating all have a place in
island design. Or if you don’t want to
encourage seating, design your island
without an overhang, keeping it slim
and simple.

Level up

Many kitchen islands make use of
varying countertop heights, finishes
and surfaces as places to multitask and
add visual interest. When approaching
your new island, think about the tiers
and their uses. A teak center plank
flanked by slate, for example, creates
contrast and diverse surfaces for
different functions.

Stylish silhouettes

The rectangle may be the old stand-by,
but don’t feel confined by the tried-
and-true. Consider round, triangular,
square or L shapes to add interest to
island design.
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Options abound for kitchen Mobile carts: If space is at a premium, think about using a
islands — well beyond the cart on wheels that can move around your kitchen.

traditional built-in, which typically  Furniture: Restored dining room tables, end tables, dressers

offers a home for pots and pans ~ and butcher blocks can create stunning centerpieces — at a Delivering the magazine in print and online including special print distributions to

and extra space for food prep and reduced cost.

readers of The Wall Street Journal, duPont Registry and Robb Report.
All a part of our commitment to reaching the most influential buyers & sellers
locally and worldwide.

entertaining. Think outside of the  gtands with storage: A mixture of open and closed
1sland box with the following: shelving makes for a modern, convenient use of space.
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